
TITLE 18.-CRIAM AND CRIMINAL PROCEDUREP

§ 1427. Sale of naturalization or citizenship papers.
Whoever unlawfully sells or disposes of a declara-

tion of intention to become a citizen, certificate of
naturalization, certificate of citizenship or copies or
duplicates or other documentary evidence of nat-
uralization or citizenship, shall be fined not more
than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years,
or both. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 1, 62 Stat. 767,
eff. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on subsections (a) par. (13), (d)
of section 746 of title 8, U. S. C., 1940 ed., Aliens and
Nationality (Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 876, § 346 (a) (13), (d),
54 Stat. 1165, 1167).

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

§1428. Surrender of canceled naturalization certifi-
cate.

Whoever, having in his possession or control a
certificate of naturalization or citizenship or a copy
thereof which has been canceled as provided by law,
fails to surrender the same after at least sixty days'
notice by the appropriate court or the Commissioner
or Deputy Commissioner of Immigration, shall be
fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more
than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,
§ 1, 62 Stat. 767, eff. Sept. 1, 1948)

LEGISLATiVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on subsections (a) par. (31),
(b), (d) of section 746 of title 8, U. S. C., 1940 ed., Aliens
and Nationality (Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 876, § 346 (a) par. (31),
(b), (d), 54 Stat. 1167).

Subsection (b) of said section 746 of title 8 is the
authority for inserting "or a copy thereof" after "citi-
zenship."

Changes were made in phraseology.

Chapter 71.-OBSCENITY
Sec.
1461. Mailing obscene or crime-inciting matter.
1462. Importation or transportation of obscene literature.
1463. Mailing Indecent matter on wrappers or envelopes.
1464. Broadcasting obscene language.

§ 1461. Mailing obscene or crime-inciting matter.

Every obscene, lewd, lascivious, or filthy book, pam-
phlet, picture, paper, letter, writing, print, or other
publication of an indecent character; and-r

Every article or thing designed, adapted, or in-
tended for preventing conception or producing abor-
tion, or for any indecent or immoral use; and

Every article, instrument, substance, drug, medi-
cine, or thing which is advertised or described in a
manner calculated to lead another to use or apply
it for preventing conception or producing abortion,
or for any indecent or immoral purpose; and

Every written or printed card, letter, circular, book,
pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any kind giv-

ing information, directly or indirectly, where, or
how, or from whom, or by what means any of such
mentioned matters, articles, or things may be ob-
tained or made, or where or by whom any act or
operation of any kind for the procuring or producing
of abortion will be done or performed, or how or by
what means conception may be prevented or abortion
produced, whether sealed or unsealed; and

Every letter, packet, or package, or other mail mat-
ter containing any filthy, vile, or indecent thing,
device, or substance; and

Every paper, writing, advertisement, or represen-
tation that any article, instrument, substance, drug,

.medicine, or thing may, or can, be used or applied
for preventing conception or producing abortion, or

for any indecent or immoral purpose; and

Every description calculated to induce or incite a

person to so use or apply any such article, instru-

ment, substance, drug, medicine, or thing-
Is declared to be nonmailable matter and shall not

be conveyed in the mails or delivered from any post

office or by any letter carrier.
Whoever knowingly deposits for mailing or deliv-

ery, anything declared by this section to be nonmail-

able, or knowingly takes the same from the mails for

the purpose of circulating or disposing thereof, or

of aiding in the circulation or disposition thereof,
shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not

more than five years, or both.
The term "indecent", as used in this section in-

cludes matter of a character tending to incite arson,
murder, or assassination. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,
§ 1, 62 Stat. 768, eff. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed., § 334
(Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 211, 35 Stat. 1429; Mar. 4, 1911, ch.
241, § 2, 36 Stat. 1339).

The attention of Congress is invited to the following
decisions of the Federal courts construing this section and
section 1462 of this title.

In Youngs Rubber Corporation, Inc. v. C. I. Lee & Co.,
Inc. C. C. A. 1930, 45 F. 2d 103, it was said that the word
"adapted" as used in this section and In section 1462 of
this title, the latter relating to importation and transpor-
tation of obscene matter, is not to be construed literally,
the more reasonable interpretation being to construe the
whole phrase "designed, adapted or intended" as requiring
"an intent on the part of the sender that the article
mailed or shipped by common carrier be used for illegal
contraception or abortion or for indecent or immoral pur-
poses." The court pointed out that, taken literally, the
language of these sections would seem to forbid the trans-'
portatlon by mail or common carrier of anything
"adapted," in the sense of being suitable or fitted, for
preventing conception or for any indecent or immoral
purpose, "even though the article might also be capable*
of legitimate uses and the sender in good faith supposef
that it would be used only legitimately. Such a construc-
tion would prevent nailling to or by a physician of any
drug or mechanical device 'adapted' for contraceptive or
obortifacient uses, although the physician desired to use
or to prescribe it for proper medical purposes. The inten-
tion to prevent a proper medical use of drugs or other
articles merely because they are capable of illegal uses is
not lightly to be ascribed to Congress. Section 334 [this
section] forbids also the mailing of obscene books and
writings; yet it has never been thought to bar from the
mails medical writings sent to or by physicians for proper
purposes, though of a character which would render them
highly indecent if sent broadcast to all classes of persons."
In United States v. Nicholas, C. C. A. 1938, 97 F. 2d 510,
ruling directly on this point, it was held that the importa-
tion or sending through the mails of contraceptive articles
or publications is not forbidden absolutely, but only when
such articles or publications are unlawfully employed.
The same rule was followed in Davis v. United States,
C. C. A. 1933, 62 F. 2d 473, quoting the obiter opinion from
Youngs Rubber Corporation v. C. I. Lee & Co., supra, and
holding that the intent of the person mailing a circular
conveying information for preventing conception that the
article described therein should be used for condemned
purposes was necessary for a conviction; also that this sec-
tion must be given a reasonable construction. (See also
United States v. One Package, C. C. A. 1936, 86 F. 2d 737.)

§ 1407 Page 490



TrILE 18.--CRIMES AND CRII'NAL PROCEDURE

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omitted
as unnecessary in view of definition of "principal" in
section 2 of this title.

Minor changes of phraseology were made.

§ 1462. Importation or transportation of obscene liter-
ature.

Whoever brings into the United States, or any
place subject to the jurisdiction thereof, or know-
ingly deposits with any express company or other
common carrier, for carriage in interstate or foreign
commerce any obscene, lewd, lascivious, or filthy
book, pamphlet, picture, motion-picture film, paper,
letter, writing, print, or other matter of indecent
character, or any drug, medicine, article, or thing
designed, adapted, or intended for preventing con-
ception, or producing abortion, or for any indecent
or immoral use; or any written or printed card,
letter, circular, book, pamphlet, advertisement, or
notice of any kind giving information, directly or
indirectly, where, how, or of whom, or by what means
any of such mentioned articles, matters, or things
may be obtained or made; or

Whoever knowingly takes from such express com-
pany or other common carrier any matter or thing
the depositing of which for carriage is herein made
unlawful-

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, § 1, 62 Stat. 768, eff. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed.,
§ 396 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 245, 35 Stat. 1138; June 5,
1920, ch. 268, 41 Stat. 1060).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omitted
as unnecessary in view of definition of "principal" in
section 2 of this title.

Words "in interstate or foreign commerce" were sub-
stituted for ten lines of text without loss of meaning.
(See definitive section 10 of this title.)

(See reviser's note under section 1461 of this title.)
Minor changes of phraseology were made.

§ 1463. Mailing indecent matter on wrappers or en-

velopes.

All matter otherwise mailable by law, upon the
envelope or outside cover or wrapper of which, and
all postal cards upon which, any delineations, epi-
thets, terms, or language of an Indecent, lewd, las-
civious, or obscene character are written or printed
or otherwise impressed or apparent, are nonmailable
matter, and shall not be conveyed in the mails nor
delivered from any post office nor by any letter
carrier, and shall be withdrawn from the mails un-
der such regulations as the Postmaster General shall
prescribe.

Whoever knowingly deposits for mailing or de-
livery, anything declared by this section to be non-
mailable matter, or knowingly takes the same-from
the mails for the purpose of circulating or disposing
of or aiding in the circulation or disposition of the
same, shall be fined not more than $5,000 or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or both. (June
25, 1948, ch. 645, § 1, 62 Stat. 769, efi. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed.,
§ 335 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 212, 35 Stat. 1129).

Said section 335 of title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed., was incor-
porated in this section.and section 1718 of this title.

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omitted
as unnecessary in view of definition of "principal" in sec-
tion 2 of this title.

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

§ 1464. Broadcasting obscene language.

Whoever utters any obscene, indecent, or profane
language by means of radio communication shall be
fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more
than two years, or both. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 1,
62 Stat. 769, eff. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on sections 326 and 501 of title
47, U. S. C., 1940 ed., Telegraphs, Telephones, and Radio-
telegraphs (June 19, 1934, ch. 652, §§ 326, 501,48 Stat. 1091,
1100).

Section consolidates last sentence of section 326 with
penalty provision of section 501 both of title 47, U. S. C.,
1940 ed., with changes in phraseology necessary to effect
the consolidation.

Section 501 of title 47, U. S. C., 1940 ed., is to remain,
also, in said title 47, as it relates to other sections therein.

Chapter 73.-OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE
See.
.1501. Assault on process server.
1502. Resistance to extradition agent.
1503. Influencing or injurying officer, juror or witness

generally.
1504. Influencing juror by writing.
1505. Influencing or injuring witness before agencies and

committees.
1506. Theft or alteration of record or process; false bail.

CROSS REFERENCES
Peonage; obstructing enforcement of law prohibiting,

see section 1581 (b) of this title.

§ 1501. Assault on process server.

Whoever knowingly and willfully obstructs, resists,
or opposes any officer of the United States, or other
person duly authorized, in serving, or attempting to
serve or execute, any legal or judicial writ or process
of any court of the United States, or United States
commissioner; or

Whoever assaults, beats, or wounds any officer or
other person duly authorized, knowing him to be
such officer, or other person so duly authorized, in
serving or executing any such writ, rule, order, proc,
ess, warrant, or other legal or judicial writ or proc-
ess-

Shall, except as otherwise provided by law, be fined
not more than $300 or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 1, 62 Stat.
769, eff. Sept. 1, 1948.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.-Based on title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed.,
§ 245 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 140, 35 Stat. 1114).

The phrase "Except as otherwise expressly provided by
law" was inserted because sections 2231, 2232, and 2233 of
this title provide greater penalties for obstructing service
of search warrants.

Mandatory provisions were rephrased in the alternative.
(See reviser's note under section 201 of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

CROSS REFERENCES

Assaultlrig Federal officer, see section 111 of this title.
]Killing Federal officer, see section 1114 of this title.
Obstructing searches or seizures, see sections 2231 and

2232 of this title.
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